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COVID-19

guidelines:
what's ·w hat
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
Eastern will be expecting but not requiring
COVID-19 vaccines during the Fall 2021 semester.
Regardless of vaccination status, however, all
students and staff should report their status to
the university for an accurate surveillance testing
pool of unvaccinated people or those who dhave
chosen to not disclose their vaccination status.
Vaccination reporting can be done in two
ways: online and in-person.
Those reporting online consist of uploading photos of the person's vaccination card in
the MyHealth tab in PAWS. Those wtih technical issues can contact the ITS Help Desk at 5814357.
The other option the campus community has
is taking their vaccination card directly to the
Medical Clinic.
All vaccination records will remain private and
will be managed strictly by the Medical Clinic
and the Human Resources Department.
Those who are interested in recieving a COVID-19 have three options to find the nearest locations with vaccines in stock:
• Search www.vaccines.gov
• Text a ZIP code to 438829
• Call 1-800-232-0233
Those who get vaccinated throughout the semester can report their vaccinated status at a later date if they wish by using the methods listed above.
All of those who are not vaccinated or did not
report their status will be required to participate
in the randomized SHEILD surveillance testing, though testing is open to vacccinated people
who would like to participate.
Testing will take place at Court Five of the
Student Recreation Center.
Those being tested should bring a photo ID to
the testing site.
They should not eat, drink (including water),
chew gum, smoke or use tobacco products within 60 minutes of providing a saliva sample. Doing any of the listed items can produce an inconclusive or invalid result and require retesting.
Test results are posted in the patient portal after the lab results are completed.
Masking is required for everyone on campus,
even those who are fully vaccinated.
Masks are required to where masks indoors in
all buildings on campus.
The masking policy may change based solely
on Coles County indictors and will be updated
and revised based on the conditions of the county.
Eastern's website notes:
" We recognize that health and safety guidelines can swiftly change as the scientific community assists us in mitigating COVID-19 and its
evolving variants. Please be assured that those
guidelines are closely monitored by the University. As guidelines change, members of the University community will be notified via their EIU
email account. Updates also will be posted to the
University's COVID-19 website."

Corryn Brock can be reached at 581-2812 or
at deneic@eiu.edu.
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(Left) Eastern Treasurer Paul McCann walks down Lincoln Avenue, crossing the paths of protesters seeking a contract for members ofThe
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees Local 981.
·
(Top) Kim Turner, member ofThe American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees Local 981 holds a sign demanding contracts
from the universersity.
(Bottom) Protesters line corner of Fourth Street and Lincoln Avenue to share support for members ofThe American Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees Local 981.

AFSCME continue protests for contract
By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez
Associate News Editor I@DEN_news
The union representing Eastern clerical, dining
and building service workers picketed over contract
negotiations on Thursday, August 18.
As students moved in for a new academic year,
the workers stood at 4th and Lincoln with posters
in hand.

The union, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees Local 981 (AFSCME), has been in contract negotiations with university administration for over a year.
Natalie Nagel, an AFSCME representative, has
been helping Eastern employees negotiate their contracts with the university, hoping to help them receive a wage increase.
"No one is expecting to make $90,000 in their

jobs on campus, but they want something that is
fair," Nagel said. 'Tue administrators have been giving themselves large wage increases, and [Eastern
employees] want something that's fair and that can
keep up with the cost ofliving."
She said that though some progress has been
made in helping Eastern employees receive fair wages, it has been hard bargaining with the university.
AFSCME, page 3

First Night kicks off Fall 2021 semester
By Elizabeth Taylor
News Editor I@DEN_News
Students danced, cheered, and competed
for prizes during Eastern's "First Night" pep
rally events on Sunday, the evening before
classes start.
The event was held outside at O'Brien Stadium, allowing for one of the biggest crowds
at a campus event since the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Energy was high from everyone in the stadium as the Panther Marching Band, EIU
Cheer Team and EIU Pink Panther Dance
Team performed, followed by a student
dance-off and shout-outs to various sports
teams, fraternities and sororities.
Omar Solomon, an admissions counselor,

ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Students prepare for First Night to begin in O'Brien Stadium Sunday Night. Around 1,500
people were in attendance for the event.

was the master of ceremonies for the event.
He's known on campus for his enthusiasm

at events like this one.

FIRST NIGHT, page 3

MONDAY, AUGUST 23, 2021

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Local weather
TUESDAY

MONDAY

Naviga-t -ing Eastern

Partly Cloudy
High: 91·
Low: 74·

Mostly Sunny
High: so·
Low: 12·

Pemberton Hall
(Residence Hall)
Sandra and Jack Pines
Honors College

3
4

Thomas Hall
(Residence Hall)

McKinney Hall
(Residence Hall)

Old Main

6

Multi-cultural Center

Weller Hall (Residence Hall)

Lawson Hall (Residence Hall)

Gregg Triad Computer Lab

, Andrews Hall (Residence Hall)
Ninth St. Hall

Zt

Booth Library

Health Education

THE DAILY
EASTERN NEWS
"Tell the truth and don't be afraid."

9

The Daily Eastern News
1802 Buzzard Hall
Eastern Illinois University
Charleston, IL 61920
217-S81-2812
217-S81-2923 (fax)

Blair Hall

6

0

Greenwood School

Physical Science Building

Buzzard Hall

Student Services

Coleman Hall

o University Police Department

4

Center for Clean Energy
Research & Education

Life Science Building

Burl Ives Art Studio Hall

s Renewable Energy Center
Ii

Textbook Rental

1

University Court
University Apartment

Lumpkin

Martin Luther KingJr.
University Union

Khelm Hall

McAfee Gym

Tarble Arts Center

Doudna Fine Arts Center

Humans Services

Z

Greek Court

H. F. Thut Greenhouse

Resource Center

9

Althletic Fields and Courts

AO

Lantz Arena
O'Brien Field

Advertising
Staff

News Staff
Editor-In-Chief
Corryn Brock
DENeic@gmail.com

Ford Hall (Residence Hall)

Faculty Advisers
Editorial Adviser
Joe Gisondi

--16

Lincoln, Stevenson and
Douglas (Residence Halls)

Taylor Hall (Residence Hall)

UNCOlN AVENUE

Photo Adviser
Greg Cooper

News Editor
Elizabeth Taylor
dennewsdesk@
gmail.com

VISITOR PARKING

Website Adviser
Greg Cooper

Associate News
Editor
Kyara MoralesRodriguez
dennewsdesk@gmail.
com

Publisher
Joe Gisondi
Business Manager
Betsy Jewell
Press Supervisor
Tom Roberts
Night Staff
for this Issue
Corryn Brock
AdamTumino
Lilly Pampel

Photo Editor
Ill l(s\1~nt1'fhortfa';

,,•OENphotod~~
. gmail.com

4

26

~,~

Assistant Photo
Editor
John Wills
DENphotodesk@
gmail.com

TINN,ft&ffl

Night Chief
Corryn Brock
Copy Editor
Lilly Pampel

P'IIACl1CI! -

~
~~

Sports Designer
AdamTumino

llliilll

1N111AMUIIA1."11!1.DS

Get social with The Daily Eastern News

'IJ

The Daily Eastern News

lj dailyeasternnews
t]@DEN_News

Visit our website: dailyeasternnews.com

TO IWNOIS ROUT£ 1lO

About
~ Daily Eastern ~ is produced by the students of
Eastern Illinois University. It ,s published daily Mon-

day through Friday, in Charleston. Ill. during fall and
spring semesters and online during the summer term
except during university vacations Of examinations.
One copy per day is free to students and faculty. Additional copies can be obtained for 50 cents each in the
Student Publications Office in Buzzard Hall.

Advertising
To place an advertisement or classined ad in The
Oo,ty EostemJ'lews, call the ads office at 581-2812
or fax S81 • 2923. Visit our onhne advertisements at
dailyeasternnews.com/classifieds.

Commfflts / Tips
Contact any of the above staff members if you believe
your information is relevant.
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Illinois lawmakers schedule session
Aug. 31 to redraw legislative maps
By Jerry Nowicki

Capitol News Illinois

Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds
or is made aware of by its readers will be corrected

as promptly as possible. Please report any factual er•
ror you find to Editor-in-Chief JJ Bullock at S81-2812.
Employment
Ifyou would like to work for The Da1Jyfastern News
as a reporter, photographer, columnist. cartoonist, copy editor, designer or videographef, please
visit at the newsroom at 1811 Buzzard Hall.

Printed by Eastern Illinois University
on soy ,nk and recycled paper.
Attention postmHltr: S•nd

address changes to:
The Dally Eastern News
1802 Buzzard Hall
Eastern Illinois Urwversity

Charleston. IL 61920

SPRINGFIELD .:.. Lawmakers will
head back to the Capitol on Tuesday,
Aug. 31, to consider changes to the
legislative maps that Gov. JB Pritzker
signed into law earlier this year.
Those maps - which set the new
boundaries for the 118 state House and
59 state Senate districts for the next decade - were passed based on survey data
in May, as the full U.S. Census blocklevel numbers were not made available until Aug. 12. The release of that
data, however, appears to show population deviations far exceeding the 10 percent threshold allowed under Supreme
Court precedent, so some changes are

necessary to put the maps in compliance.
The remap effort, which occurs every 10 years after the census, was a key
talking point Thursday for Republicans
during their day at the Illinois State Fair,
which followed Governor's Day, a celebration of Democrats, the day prior.
In the run-up to the legislative maps
passing, GOP leaders warned that using
survey data as opposed to the full census
results would lead to the exact problem
the maps now face.
But if Democrats would have waited on the census data, they would
have missed a key deadline in the Illinois Constitution that would have put
mapmaking in the hands of a bipartisan
commission and possibly given Repub-

licans a 50-50 shot at mapmaking control.
Republicans have filed a lawsuit asking a federal panel to send the matter to
a commission as described in the constitution. On Thursday, the GOP filed a
motion for swnmary judgement in light
of the census data, an effort to send the
matter to a commission and void the
current version of the legislative maps.
But Democrats filed a motion on
Thursday to dismiss the Republicans'
amended complaint, and another Friday seeking to halt the process until
Sept. 1, after the one-day session.
In their court filing to dismiss, lawyers for the Democrats called the GOP
effort to send the maps to a commission one "to exploit exi~encies result-

ing from a global pandemic, which were
out of the legislature's control, for polit-

ical gain."
The matter is otherwise set for trial at
the end of September.
Senate Minority Leader Dan McConchie, R-Hawthorn Woods, characterized Democrats as trying to "pull a
fast one" and acting "pure and simple
for power" during a GOP breakfast in
Springfield prior to Republican Day at
the State Fair on Thursday.
"We are going to be pressing the federal court to do what the Illinois Constitution says, and that is to send it to the
bipartisan commission, where it should
have gone in the first place, and have
that be the decision maker to actually
draw the maps going forward," h~ said.
#1'1'
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» AFSCME

» FIRST NIGHT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

"Their health insurance premiums
have gone up, but the cost of groceries,
gas, all of that has gone up, and many
of our members are taking home less
money today than they were ten years
ago working the same job at Eastern,"
Nagel said.
Jennie Thompson, a BSW at Eastern, has been a part of the university
for years. Due to job cuts, Thompson
has had to do more work for less, which
only became more frustrating when
COVID-19 hit.
"We were here during Covid when
most people got to work from home,"
Thompson said. "We didn't. -We were
here making this campus function. We
never got thanked or compensated in
any way whatsoever."
Wendy Lane, an office manager in
the Department of Counseling and
Higher Education, has been working with the university for over twenty years.
"A lot of our union members have
fantastic relationships with our students
and they are family to us," Lane said.
"I've worked at other departments on
campus in the past twenty-some years
I've been affiliated with Eastern. I still
keep in contact with students who graduated seven, eight, nine years ago."
Eastern employees say that they want
to be compensated for all the work that
they do to keep Eastern running, especially for getting the university through
the pandemic.
"BSWs, clerical, technical and dining are the backbone of the university,"
Thompson said. "Management needs to
realize that and things need to change."

'Tm so excited that we had a
small return to a new normal, not
just for the incoming class but
the sophomores who started this
last year, and for the entire campus community who came out and
showed their spirit," Solomon said.
Solomon pointed out that most
of the crowd stayed after convocation, despite that event being longer
and less interactive.
"The energy stayed, we didn't lose
anybody in the crowd, and that's
what it's all about: getting back to
the university," Solomon said.
Ceci Brinker, director of student
life, was one of the many people involved in putting the event together.
"Any time that we get a chance
to showcase school spirit and school
pride at EIU is a good thing,"
Brinker said. "It was great energy to welcome freshmen into their
new university and be surrounded
by their peers. Of course, Omar sets
the tone with his school pride and
spirit. It's just contagious."
University president David Glassman helped toss t-shirts and other prizes up to the stands and then
stayed afrer the event to take selfies
with and talk to students.
"It was a special night with a lot
of spirit. Our juniors, our sophomores and our seniors all came out
to celebrate tonight," Glassman
said.
Glassman said the event raised his
hopes for the first day of classes on
Monday.
"Now everybody has to go home,
get seven or eight hours of sleep,
wake up for their first class, make
sure that they're there, and we'll
start a great educational journey for

Kyara Morales-Rodriguez can be reached
at581-2812orotknmorolesrodriguez@
eiu.edu

G.H,
bi
.....
-r.. ~
...........
.

PHOTOGRAPHY
OR WRITING?
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Then check us
out and work for
Student Media at
Eastern Illinois
University!

We hire all majors
and welcome all
experience levels.

WE ARE HOME TO
the state's only

and 30-minute student
lead news broadcast.
Stop by 1802 Buzzard Hall for more
information.
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(Left) A student tries to win over the crowd in a dance competion.
(Right) Jason Moore Jr., a freshman running back, throws EIU t-shirts into the crowd during First Night.

fall 2021," Glassman said.
David G. Boggs, who is beginning his third year as director of the
Panther Marching Band, was excited
for his second First Night.

"The crowd was bigger, more energetic. I mean, my marching band
was just here dancing to 'September' and singing. It was just kind
of nuts, so it's good," Boggs said,
comparing this year's event to First

Night in 2019. "Just the overall exuberance, I think is a great definition.
Tonight was just exuberant."
Elizabeth Taylor con be r:eached at
581-2812 orotegtoylor@eiu.«Ju.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Welcome to
The News
Welcome to The Daily Eastern News, Eastern' s student newspaper.
The News covers a variety of things on and
around Eastern's campus and you will likely see us out and about throughout the semester.
As Eastern begins its path to normalcy,
you'll be seeing us do just the opposite.
This year we will launch a redesigned
website (which you may be reading this on
or can visit www.dailyeasternnews.com to
view), slowly redesigning our physical paper and working more towards creating visual content for our readers and viewers.
Beyond sharing the exciting news of our
plans for this year, we also want to remind
our readers, new and old, about the opportunities that you can participate in.
For starters, this student newspaper is
open to anyone of any major.
We would love to see your talents and find
a way to incorporate it into the work we do.
We also would like to encourage people to
reach out to us whether that be with a concern, an idea or just to ask questions about
what we do here.
If you are interested in doing so please
stop by our newsroom in room 1811 in Buzzard Hall or give us a call at 581-2812.
However, one thing to keep in mind is
that while we may treat this like a real job
(and many of us will spend eight or more
hours in our newsroom a day), we are all still
students learning new things with each day.
We are going to make mistakes. But we
are gojng I.O address them, correct them, and
move forward as better journalists because of
it.

Not everything we produce will be something you want to read or view but everything has a journalistic value that we will be
glad to explain to anyone who asks.
We want to learn and improve, however, we need our readers to reach out so we
can better understand where we need to improve.
Most importantly though, we are all just
students ready to start the new school year
strong and start producing content for the
campus we care so deeply about.

e majority opinion o

he Daily Eastern News.

Letters to the Editor
Those interested can inquire at opinions.
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions,
submissions and letters to the editor.
Please allow a week ,br us to publish letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not publish
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be
considered by the editorial board.
Please include your name and phone number to verify letters.
For more information please call
217-581-2812.

We're Hiring!
We have openings for those who enjoy:
Photography
Editing
Design
Opinions
Call 581-2812 for more information.
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BY PEYTON MORROW

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

From then to now: what I have learned
I started working at The Daily Eastern News
in Fall 2018 during my freshman year. I published my very first story for The News in the
first regular paper of the year.
But my love for this paper started in 2015
when I visited Eastern for the first time and
met Analicia Haynes, a woman who became
my first editor at The News and one of my
best friends.
That first visit I soaked up everything she
told me and completely admired her and everything she was doing, who knew six years
down the road I would be doing the same
thing?
Anali introduced me to other strong women in leadership roles in the newsroom like
Cassie Buchman and Carole Hodorowicz and
later I was fortunate enough to meet Kalyn
Hayslett. All of these women inspired me to
work hard at the paper and strive to the position I now find myself in.
They have all heard about orwitnessed my
highs and lows and have cheered me on the
whole way through. I would not be here without their unconditional support and kindness.
However, they weren't the only ones I
found support in. I have also been surround-

Corryn Brock
ed by the incredible journalism staff who has
always made time to listen to my ideas and
give me advice.
Now as I look back on everything that
has led to this point I cannot help but be so
proud and honored of where I am. The past
three years as an editor have been crazy.
I have worked for this paper through a
global pandemic, an election that was full of

surprises and a time period that does not look
kindly on the profession I love.
It's been a crazy ride.
Now I will be taking on a new position,
one that I have been working for the past
three years and I am terrified and excited all
at once.
But luckily I have a list of people who have
gotten me here and who will support me in
this new role and I want to thank them all for
what they have done (and I apologize in advance for the long paragraph.)
Thank you Anali, Cassie, Carole, Kalyn,
J.J., Adam, Lola, Sally, Betsy, Tom, Poulter,
Hannah and Luke.
I hope this year I can make you proud (or
at least not disappointed) and make this another strong year of student jounalism at
Eastern.
To my staff, thank you for everything you
have done to prepare for this year. I am already so proud of you and ready to see what
you do in your roles.

Corryn Brock is a senior journalism major. They
can be reached at 581-2812 oratcebrock@eiu.
edu.

Introduction to the 2021/2022 Opinions Editor
The position of Opiruons Editor is something I
have been working up to over the summer by writing
opiruon articles on various ruche interests ofmine.
My favorite opiruon articles I wrote were about
funart of the television show "Hannibal" that was
hung in the U.S. Capitol and putting people ofcolor
back into the narrative of aesthetics. Both topics are
things I am obsessed with and can talk about for odd
lengths of time.
Over the summer I also worked on writing for
Charleston City Council meetings. This felt like a
step up from the Student Government articles I had
been doing the previous year. My start at The Daily
F.astern News as a reponer was, however, impeded by
COVID-19 as I was stuck reporting on zoom meetings.
As for my major, my focus is a psychology major
with a minor in journalism. What drew me to psychology was my interest in analysis and research. I
also wanted to do something related to science but
had to do something lirruted with math since my
skills with it are not so great.
Currently I am just gathering various kinds of experience to see what I would like to do after graduation. Ifl decide to go into journalism, then I would

Editorial Board
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The future is open though and climate change is
real, so nothing is permanent.

I

)

Helena Edwards
stop my education at the bachelor's level.
However, ifl were to pursue a job with psychology my options of consideration are to continue to a
master's degree in clirucal psychology here at Eastern.
I would then continue to a doctorate program somewhere and go into research of abnormal psychology
or child psychology.

I feel that my work at the Daily Eastern News
would translate well into the writing required in the
field of psychology, which was a major incentive to
join. Both routes I can chose after graduation I still
have developed skills along the way.
My hobbies include reading, and my favorite book
right now is 'Tue Secret History." It is my favorite fur
its appeal to the dark acaderrua aesthetic and themes
ofhedonism.
My favorite genre of movies is horror, specifically psychological horror which comes as no surprise
at my major. I also love to play video games, one of
which is "Dead by Daylight." I do enjoy analysis videos on YouTube that I watch on a variety of topics
like philosophy and politics.
As I go into my sophomore year, I am excited to
be Opiruons Editor for The Newi I plan to feature a
diverse range of opiruons as I recruit a variety ofstaff
to work along with us.

Helena Edwards is a soplwmore journalism
major. They can be reached at 581-2812 orat
heewdwards@eiu.edu.
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Students 'quake' in the South Quad Saturday
By Robert Le Cates
Campus Reporter I@DEN_news
Chaotic screams filled the south
quad Saturday night for the Quakin'
the Quad event while students try to
tame one of the favorite attractions,
the bull ride.
Attractions included bingo, Velcro axe throwing, bull riding, obstacle courses like The Meltdown and
a dizzy maze, jousting, a "Hungry
Hungry Hippos" -like game, giveaways, and free Domino's Pizza and
Kona's shaved ice.
The bull ride was one of the most
popular attractions, with a line wrapping around the inflatable.
Rashad Oliver, a junior digital
media technology major, said that
this is his second time being at Quakin' the Quad and that he rode the
bull.
The bull ride starts off slow then
begins to thrash around while the
rider tries to holds on.
Drew Smith, a freshman political
science major, rode the bull several
times with his best time being twenty-six seconds.
Smith said he came to the event
to have a good time and to enjoy the
free food.
ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
This event benefits the community
by helping students meet their peers (Above) During Qua kin' in the Quad, girls wait for the countdown and hurry to run and jump inside the pit, competing against two others.
while having fun.
Taryn Wilson, a freshmen prenursing major, said she came with
new friends she met that morning.
Wilson and her friends went on
an inflatable called "The Meltdown.''
The Meltdown is an obstacle course
where you must duck and jump to
avoid getting hit by the spinning
"arms."
"It's a lot harder than it looks,"
Wilson said. "I thought I was going
to nail it, but I failed hard.''
Wilson said that after quarantine, socializing was very hard so being able to come back and to not feel
alone has been very welcoming and
comforting.
Students expressed their gratitude
that the event had happened normally.
"I really missed being outside, I
miss EIU being open and social,"
Oliver said. "COVID [messed upf
everything and made it suck."
Incoming freshmen weren't the
only ones that enjoyed the event;
transfer students and upper classmen
were involved as well.
Yolanda Botello, a junior transfer
student and special education major,
participated in attractions including
inflatable jousting and said that being on campus was a lot of fun and a
nice change of pace.
Even faculty joined in on the fun.
Anne Flaherty, Vice President of Student Affairs came with her family to
join in on the festivities.
Flaherty said that she rode the
bull and walked around and talked
to students.
Flaherty said that she wanted
Quakin' in the Quad and the rest of
Welcome Weekend to create opportunities where students could come
together and meet other students to
find their place at Eastern.
Most of the attendants expressed
relief that they could go to events
like this for the first time in a while.
Justin Richards, a graduate student studying strategic communications who was helping at the event,
said that his first year at Eastern,
COVID didn't exist, so the event
looked like this year's.
"I'm just really happy to see Panthers out and having fun, EIU is fiASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
nally back," Oliver said.

Robert Le Cates can be reached at
581-2812 or at rl/ecates@eiu.edu.

(Left) A girl jumps high and exceeds to get over the beam.
(Right) Mark Codo, a senior television and video production major, holds up his arm to try and gain balance while riding on the bull.
(Bottom) During a friendly competiton, two friends get ready to duel agitinst each other.
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Convocation
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University President David Glassman speaks to students and faculty at the beginning of First Night. First Night is an annual tradition welcoming students onto campus the night before classes begin.

Must have excellent verbal and writtetl
communication skills.
Prior experience not necessary.
Adobe lnDesign. Photoshop. Illustrator
experience helpfu l.
All majors welcome!
Call 581-2812 for more information.
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Beach volleyball added for Spring 2022
By Adam Tumino

Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
The Eastern volleyball team will
start spending its spring semesters
on the beach starting next semester.
It was announced back on Aug.
6 that a beach volleyball program
would be added to Eastern athletics, making Eastern the fourth OVC
program and first Division I school
in Illinois to offer a beach volleyball
team.
Eastern athletic director Tom
Michael said that the program was
added to help the court volleyball
team play at a competitive level
within the conference.
"If we felt that our court team
was at a disadvantage because other OVC schools were playing beach
in the spring which would help
their court team in the fall, then
we would have the conversation
about whether or not we should add
(beach volleyball), and the success
that Morehead State, Austin Peay
and UT Martin have had on the
court in the fall, they're the three
institutions that have had beach,"
Michael said. "I don't know that
that's the only reason, but it's certainly a reason why I think some of
their success on the court in the fall
has been there."
The addition of beach volleyball
also made financial sense for Eastern, Michael said.
Manolo Concepcion, the associate head coach of the volleyball
team, will serve as th~ head coach of
the beach program and head volleyball coach Sara Thomas will serve as
the beach volleyball assistant coach.
Since the players from the court

FILE PHOTO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern head volleyball coach Sara Thomas (left) and associate head coach Manolo Concepcion speak during a
timeout in a match on Feb. 7, 2021. Concepcion was named the head coach of the newly added beach volleyball
program with Thomas serving as an assistant.

team will also make up the beach
roster, no additional scholarships
will need to be added.
Michael also said that money the
school will receive from the NCAA
for adding another sport will cover

-opposed to regular volleyball where
the expenses for the program.
Since only two players are in the some players have specific tasks.
Because of the way beach volgame for a team in beach volleyball,
all players need to be able to suc- leyball is played, Concepcion said
cessfully perform multiple things there is an opportunity for the court
both offensively and defensively, as players expand their skillsets.

"Skill development I think is
something that, because the game
has changed much, especially at the
mid-major level where there's a lot
of specialization, this opportunity
allows for all-around skill development," he said.
He also said that he is looking forward to coaching the beach
team, since his experience with
beach volleyball ties back to his
roots in Puerto Rico, where it was
the dominant kind of volleyball he
was surrounded by.
"Coming from Puerto Rico, that's
the kind of sport we grew up with,"
he said. "Some of my biggest idols
actually started on the beach. Because of that, we get an opportunity
to actually see them train, see them
develop, see them have an opportunity to of how that translates to
their indoor careers. That was one
of the first things that attracted us."
Thomas said that being the only
Division I volleyball program in the
state that offers both indoor and
beach volleyball can also be beneficial when it comes to recruitment.
"I think that absolutely (it will
help recruiting), especially for the
region and our university to give
more opportunities to young women," she said.
With the beach season still on the
horizon, the Eastern indoor volleyball team will open its regular season this weekend, hosting the EIU
Panther Invitational with matches
scheduled against IUPUI on Aug,
27 and matches with Bellarmine
and Chicago State Aug. 28.
Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.
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Women's soccer team picks up 1st win
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
A trio of first-half goals proved to
be plenty for the Eastern women's
soccer team Sunday afternoon in a
3-0 win over Illinois Springfield.
It was the Panthers' first win of
the season after losing their season
opener to Indiana State 3-1 on Aug.
19.
Junior midfielder Nicoletta Anuci netted two goals in the match,
opening the scoring in the 10th minute and closing it in the 21"· with
junior forward Michaela Danyo
adding a goal in between.
The Prairie Stars had chances to
get back into the match, but redshirt junior goalkeeper Faith Davies
made 7 saves and picked up her first
career shutout.
Anuci said she was happy to get
back on the field and make an impact after feeling like she missed
chances in the loss against Indiana
State.
"Especially coming off Thursday,
missing some really important opportunities, I just worked extremely
hard this season and I knew to get
the goals today I had to be calm and
collected under pressure, and just
play my game," she said.
Anuci has already tied her scoring
total from last season, when she was
tied for the team lead with 2 goals.
Davies started the final four
matches last season before beginning this season as the starter. She
credited the other two goalkeepers
on the roster, Daniela Bermeo and
Leid Prtlsow, for helping her improve and earn the shutout.
"I'm really proud of it," she said.
"As goalies we have a really good
unit, us three. We all have worked
really hard and they are a big part
of this too."
Both Anuci and Davies said they
were happy to go out and get the
season's first win.

ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern midfielder Nicoletta Anuci gets behind the opposing goalkeeper to score her second goal of the match against Illinois Springfield on Sunday at
Lakeside Field. The Panthers beat the Prairie Stars 3-0 to pick up their first win of the season.

"I just think we're all super proud
to get the win as a team, especially because we've been working extremely hard," Anuci said.
Head coach Jake Plant, now in
his fourth year leading the program, said he thinks that getting the
first win under their belts is a good
thing for the. team to get out of the

way early.
"The first win, it's the hardest
one sometimes," he said. "It's nice.
The girls enjoyed it. They deserve
it. They earned it."
Plant said he was pleased with
the team's performance overall,
though he thought they may have
performed better earlier in the

match.
"I think the first half was a little
closer to what we wanted to get to,"
he said. "The second half, I would
argue they took their foot off the
gas a little, but they still did certain
things that we like, so we've just got
to pull that into a 90-minute performance. But 3;0, can't complain."

Illinois Springfield did outshoot
the Panthers 8-6 in the second half,
but was of course unable to score.
Eastern will continue the season
on the road Aug. 27 against Purdue
Fort Wayne.
Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

Season opener approaching for football team
,,

By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
The Eastern fuotball team is now in its
first game week of the season. The regular
season opener against Indiana State is set
for Aug. 28 in Terre Haute
As offseason preparations switch to
regular season game planning, head coach
Adam Oishing said he is happy with how
thing5 have been p~ing.
"What I'm pleased with right now is
that our intensity has started to pick up
some more, which is pretty awesome,"
Cushing said. "It's a mark ofa good fuotball team that's going to hold each other accountable to that level ofplay all the
time. There's lots of stuff we've still got
to clean up, there's lots ofcoaching to be
done. But if the show up, especially in this
type of heat with intensity, we've got a
chance to get them better."
On the field, a major change will take
place at the quarterback position this season for the Panthers. The departure of
Harry Woodbery, who played in 27 of 30
games in the past three seasons, led to an
open competition for the role of starting
quarterback.
Vying for the job are freshman Otto
Kuhns, Duke transfer Chris Katrenick,
Colorado transfer Grant Ciccarone and
true freshmen Zach Trainor and Zach
Weir.
Kuhns appeared in four games for the
Pandiers last season, including three starts,

ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Eastern head coach Adam Cushing addresses the team after practice Aug. 20. The Panthers are preparing for the
season opener on the road against Indiana State Aug. 28.

but is srill a freshman in terms ofeligibility since last season did not count for players' eligibility.
Cushing said that the competition has
been strong throughout, making the decision very tough for the staffas the statt of
the season looms.
"It's been an unbelievable competition," he said. 'Tm upset and glad I don't
have a decision right now. I'd love to have
the decision, but it's a great problem that
the quarterbacks have given us, to have
this battle go all the way down to the
wire."

Whoever the quarterback, or quarterbacks, may be this season, they will have
some returning skill players to give the
ball to.
Wide receiver Isaiah Hill missed all of
last season due to injury, but should prove
a valuable target when he returns to the
field.
He led the team in receptions in 2019
and his 7.5 receptions per game ranked
31 • in the FCS and sixth all-rime in Eastem history.
DeWayne Cooks Jr., Last season's team
leader in receiving yards, will also be back,

as will superbackJay Valle, who led the
team in receptions and receiving touchdowns last season.
Sophomore running back Jaelin Benefield is back for a third season. He tushed
for 258 yards last season and also caught
9 passes for 60 yards out ofthe backfield.
On the other side of the ball, likely the Panthers top performer last season
was sophomore linebacker Jason Johnson.
Ht: was named Fust Team AII-OVC after
a season in which he led the OVC with
11 tackles per game, ranking ninth in the
FCS.

"I can't say enough good things about
Jason, and it starts out here on the practice
field. That's why he has su=," Cushing
said. ''There's no coincidences. We say all
the time, 'you play the way you practice.'
Jason shows up with a workman's mentality every single day at practice and nobody
practices harder than Jason does."
Cushing said that a product ofJohnson's work ethic has been that the defense
as a whole works harder as well.
''The defense is following him," he said.
"Jason has stepped up as a leader, and everyone understands how he plays and
wants to play just like him."
As Cushing enters his third season as
Eastem's head coach, the players he originally brought in are now upperclassmen
on campus. He said that this group has
been on the forefront ofworking to grow
the program.
"We smile about it as coaches, just
to see the progress that the program has
made, and it's been on the backs of those
guys," he said. "Those guys have really
wanted to be great. They've gone through
some really trying times obviously, but
they've just kept their nose to the grindstone and kept working. We're so proud
to see where they are right now because of
how hard things were. They faced adversity and just kept coming back and getting
better day by day."
Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtuminO@eiu.edu.

